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Preliminary Checklist of Polyclad Flatworms (Platyhelminthes: Rhabditophora) from
Eilat (Gulf of Agaba-Red Sea), Israel

Ximena Velasquez *, Yehuda Benayahu *, D. Marcela Bolafios®.

Department of Zoology, George S. Wise Faculty of Life Sciences, Tel Aviv University,
Ramat-Aviv, Tel Aviv 69978, Israel.

Programa de Biologia, Facultad de Ciencias Exactas y Naturales, Universidad de
Cartagena, Cartagena, Colombia.
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Free-living polyclad flatworms are important members of the intertidal zone, mainly
occupying rocky shore and coral-reef habitats. However, these flatworms have been largely
ignored by scientists and researchers worldwide. The data for Israel on polyclad taxonomy
is limited to only a few reports. Here, we present for the first time a preliminary taxonomic
checklist of polyclads inhabiting the rocky shore of Eilat. Specimens were collected from
the intertidal zone at the Inter-University Institute for Marine Science (1Ul), Eilat from
January to June 2013. They were fixed in frozen 10% formalin and transferred to 70%
ethanol for histological preparation. The reproductive structures were dissected out,
embedded in paraffin, and cut sagittally into 6 pum sections. These were stained with
hematoxylin-eosin, mounted in Permount on glass slides and observed under a microscope.
The internal anatomy of the male and female reproductive systems was analyzed and
identifications were made following the taxonomic key of Faubel (1983-1984). A total of
six species were found, representing the suborder Acotylea: genera Paraplanocera and
Notoplana and the suborder Cotylea: genera Enchiridium, Thysanozoon, Boninia and
Eurylepta. All the species are new records for Eilat, and thus contribute to the knowledge

on the biodiversity of polyclad flatworms of the region.
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-) cyclic ,continuous -NPINVP VIOV DNA05 DXPIN P2 DXTIN NOON MINT NN PONY PN

MITO 5-N O¥PIN M 50-51 DGC by Nt 01N Ty .Discontinuous Gas exchange Cycles (DGC)
WNIN NPDVITR MPMDAT 90N .INNI YA DI DIV DXAXPA PINNN MY DXT .NMNY
DVMONN 29D ,NOITY .NPND NPASN T DY MDNN TNRN NI JPNMINNY XON ,NT OX T

DGC nmININY IPY091 DN 7D NY¥NIY NIN ONMOWIN DNN TN DINNSD 070 DGC nondpn
9 AN IV NNV DIPIPT PNV DI PXIDPNT TONNA DN YPWNN 15% -5 ITINRY INND XPN'T
»15 (Schistocerca gregaria) >3320 NN YINOYW NYY) NT IPNNA .09 DXINNN DN NINNI
D) 199 NN RVAY NN TIVND TY NINITNT TONN P NINNN OXTN 2IMINNL DNV NN
271 NAIND) NP QN2 DN NMPNIA DN NI OXT DY MONN DY TINOD YT, INND
YINOW NWY) ,NNIXI0 MPYD MITHNIYI NNDIWIN DXT DY NdXANY NP YOI YN DYTIN DNDMP
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